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AIDS: MODERN CONCEPTS AND THERAPEUTIC CHALLENGES. Edited by Samuel Bro-
der. New York, Marcel Dekker Inc., 1987. 369 pp. $69.75.
In the rush of current publications concerning AIDS, it is difficult to distinguish
between new, noteworthy articles and those of lesser significance. There is need for a
compilation of up-to-date scientific information in this rapidly growing field. AIDS:
Modern Concepts and Therapeutic Challenges fills that need. Edited by Samuel
Broder, Associate Director of the National Cancer Institute's Clinical Oncology
Program, this clothbound bookis acomprehensive collection ofarticles concerned with
all aspects of AIDS. Eminent researchers, including such experts as Max Essex,
Chairman of the Department of Cancer Biology at the Harvard School of Public
Health, Robert Gallo, Chiefofthe Laboratory ofTumor Cell Biology at NCI, and Luc
Montaigner of the Pasteur Institute, have each contributed articles in their areas of
expertise.
The volume contains nineteen articles with extensive diagrams, photographs, and
tables. Its initial presentations are concerned with introductory information about
retroviruses and HTLV molecular biology. Animal models are considered next,
followed by epidemiological data. Many of the remaining articles discuss clinical
information pertinent to AIDS patients, including psychiatric aspects of AIDS,
pathology ofAIDS, infectiouscomplications, Kaposi's sarcoma andotherdermatologi-
cal manifestations associated with HTLV/LAV infection, and neurological diseases
related to AIDS. The two final articles present recent pharmacologic concerns and
strategies for the future.
Theonlycomplaint onemight haveaboutAIDS:Modern Conceptsand Therapeutic
Challenges is that some of the articles may be too general if one is searching for
specific details. This shortcoming is understandable given the constraints on length
involved in producing a book such as this; the thorough lists of references accom-
panying each article help to alleviate that problem.
AIDS: Modern Concepts and Therapeutic Challenges is an excellent source for
clinicians, researchers, and students interested in anyaspectofcurrent AIDS research.
These well-written and up-to-date articles by distinguished authors provide a much-
needed reference work.
LISA RAGEN
MedicalStudent
Yale University SchoolofMedicine
ENDOCARDITIS. MEDICAL AND SURGICAL MANAGEMENT. Edited by Donald H. Magil-
ligan, Jr., and Edward L. Quinn. New York, Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1986. 269 pp.
$55.00.
This multi-author monograph represents the first volume of the "Cardiothoracic
Surgery" series published by Marcel Dekker. Drs. Magilligan and Quinn of the
University of Michigan have edited a surprisingly complete and organized review of
the clinical spectrum ofactive infectious endocarditis.
The book is organized into four sections, covering management of specific organ-
isms, new approaches to problematic antibiotic therapy, cardiac and non-cardiac
complications of endocarditis, and surgical techniques. Each chapter begins with a
case report and leads into a discussion of clinical decision making concerning
endocarditis. Although each chapter is written by a different author, the text is editedBOOK REVIEWS 387
in such a manner that discrepancies between the authors concerning specific therapies
are held to a minimum.
Ofparticular interest to the medical team managing a serious caseofendocarditis is
the approach of these authors to the timing of surgical intervention and appropriate
antibiotic therapy. The main authors have presented their experience at the Henry
Ford Hospital with studies which are well documented and are sure to be cited as a
basis for future clinical choices.
In short, this concise text covers a wide area of clinical material. Although
multi-author texts such as this are rarely used as references by clinicians, this volume
should be made available through libraries as a valuable source.
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